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put at the disposal of the Commission were
the cathedrals of Durham and St. Paul's,
where coal in the former and the spread
of London in the latter case had made what
had once been modest endowments extremely
valuable. The revenues sequestrated were
ordered to be employed in augmenting poor
livings or founding new ones, and the exten-
sion of church work in the poor quarters of
the towns has been made possible solely by
this means. At the same time the dioceses
were made more equal in extent and popula-
tion and the first measures were taken
towards increasing their number, while power
was subsequently given to the Commission
to create new parishes by the cheap and easy
process of an Order in Council instead of the
old cumbrous method. In 1836 also another
benefit was conferred upon the clergy by the
abolition of the awkward and irritating
system of collecting tithe in kind, and the
substitution for it of a rent charge payable
in money and fluctuating with the price of
corn. The redistribution of revenues and the
relief in regard to tithe, though disliked at
the time as an interference, have produced
none but good results, as has also the sup-
pression of the immemorial abuse of pluralities
and the enforcement of residence upon the